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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-17,19-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pradhan et al. (US 2004/0235521) in view of Fadden et al. (US 2002/0147648) and 
further in view of Ross et al. (US 2002/0132616). 

Regarding claim 1, Pradhan teaches a digital audio file reproduction apparatus having 
wireless transfer capability with a remote device (see figs. 8s), comprising: 
a memory (see figs. 8s); 

a controller coupled to store and recall digital audio files with said memory (see figs. 
8s; sections [0050-0054]); 

a transceiver, coupled to said controller, operable to transmit and receive digital 
audio files according to a radio protocol (see figs. 8s; sections [0050-0054]); 

an audio circuit coupled to receive audio files from said controller, and output 
the audio files for analog audio reproduction (see section [0043]), and wherein 

said controller is responsive to the receipt of an in-range radio signal by said 
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transceiver, from the remote device, to exchange digital audio files with the remote 
device via said radio protocol (see figs. 8s; sections [0050-0054]). However, Pradhan 
does not mention a periodic request. Fadden, in an analogous art, teaches a kiosk that 
periodically transmitting link request for wireless delivery of music MP3 format to 
requesting cars (see sections [0058-0063]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to provide the above 
teaching of Fadden to Pradhan in order for the combined method to be able to inform 
the user of most updated available musical products. 

Still regarding claim 1, the combination of Pradhan and Fadden does not disclose 
automatically exchanging digital audio files. Ross, in an analogous art, teaches 
automatic downloading music files to a user based on user predetermined preferences 
(see [0019] and fig. 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to provide the above teaching of Fadden to 
Pradhan in order for the combined system of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross to recognize 
users preferences and download music files to users based on their preferences as 
taught by Ross. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein said memory further comprises a memory card slot 
coupled to said controller and adapted to accept a user-replaceable memory card 
(see Pradhan, section [0059]). 
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Regarding claim 3, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 2 wherein said memory card slot is adapted to accept plural 
user-replaceable memory cards (see Pradhan, section [0059]). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein said controller is operable to compress and 
decompress the digital audio files (see Pradhan, section [0003]). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 4 wherein the digital audio files are compressed and 
decompressed according to the MP3 format (see Pradhan, section [0052]). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 4 wherein said controller comprises a digital signal processor 
operable to compress and decompress the digital audio files (see Pradhan, figs. 8s; 
sections [0052]). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein said air protocol is selected from one of a wireless LAN 
standard protocol, the Bluetooth protocol, a proprietary cordless telephone data 
protocol, and the 2.4 GHz cordless protocol (see Pradhan, section [0055]). 
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Regarding claim 10, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein said controller is operable to control said transceiver to 
transmit an in-range radio signal in response to receipt of a link request radio signal 
from the remote unit (see Pradhan, section [0056]). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 10 wherein said in-range radio signal comprises a list of digital 
audio files stored in said memory (see Pradhan, fig. 5, item 530; figs. 8s; also see 
section [0045]). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein said controller is operable to control said transceiver to 
transmit a list of digital audio files stored in said memory in response to receipt of said 
in-range radio signal (see Pradhan, figs. 8s; sections [0050-0054]). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a user input actuator, and wherein said 
controller is operable to cause said transceiver to transmit and receive digital audio files 
with the remote device in response to actuation of said user input actuator (see 
Pradhan, section [0057]). 
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Regarding claim 14, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein said controller is a personal computer and an interface 
bus and said transceiver is disposed upon an interface card coupled to said interface 
bus (see Pradhan, section [0054]). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 14 wherein said audio output circuit is a personal computer sound 
card (see Pradhan, section [0054]). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: a display coupled to said controller, and 
wherein said controller is operable to display a list of files names associated with the 
digital audio files stored in said memory (see Pradhan, section [0045]). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein the digital audio file reproduction device is adapted for 
vehicular use and said audio output circuit couples analog audio files to an existing 
vehicular audio system (see Pradhan, section [0059] and fig. 10). 
Regarding claim 19, the rejection of claim 1. The claim includes the limitations as that of 
claim 1 , and therefore is interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the 
rejection of claim 1. 
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Regarding claim 9, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the 
apparatus of claim 1 wherein said controller controls said transceiver to periodically 
transmit a link request radio signal for receipt by the remote device (see Fadden, 
sections [0058-0063]). 

Regarding claim 20, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the method 
of claim 19 further comprising the steps of: recalling said first digital audio file from the 
memory of the second device, and reproducing the audio file by analog means (see 
Pradhan, section [0043]). 

Regarding claim 21, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the method 
of claim 19 wherein said transmitting steps are accomplished according to a radio 
protocol (see Pradhan, section [0055]). 

Regarding claim 22, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the method 
of claim 19 wherein the second memory includes a card slot adapted to receive a 
memory card, and further comprising the step of: inserting a memory card into the 
memory card slot (see Pradhan, fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 23, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross teaches the method 
of claim 19 further comprising the steps of: compressing said first digital audio file by the 
first device, and storing said first audio file in the memory of the first device (see 
Pradhan, section [0003]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/721,125 



Art Unit: 2618 



Page 8 



Regarding claim 24, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 20, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 20. 

Regarding claim 25, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 5, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 5. 

Regarding claim 27, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 8, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 8. 
Regarding claim 28, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 10, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 10. 

Regarding claim 29, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 11, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 30, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 12, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 12. 
Regarding claim 31, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 13, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 13. 
Regarding claim 32, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 16, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 16. 
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3. Claims 26, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pradhan et al. (US 2004/0235521) in view of Fadden et al. (US 2002/0147648), Ross et 
al. (US 2002/0132616) and further in view of Yuch (US 2005/0107120). 

Regarding claim 26, the combination of Pradhan, Fadden and Ross, as mentioned 
above, teaches the limitations of claim 19, but does not mention receiving microphone 
audio signals from the microphone circuit, and digitizing said microphone audio signals. 
Such teaching is taught by Yuch in an analogous art (see section [0022]) of Yuch). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to provide the above teaching of Yuch to Fadden and Pradhan in 
order for the combined system to record and transfer audio files from one device to the 
other via the microphone as taught by Yuch. 

Regarding claim 7, the claim includes the limitation as that of claim 26, and therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 26. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, filed 04/06/07 with respect to claims 1-17,19-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MINH D. DAO whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7851 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW ANDERSON can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Minh DaoV^ 
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